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Secretary Eric K. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Shinseki graduated from West Point in 1965. He went on to serve in the Army for 38 years, from 1965 to 2003, including 
two combat tours in Vietnam, where he lost part of his right foot. He served as chief of staff of the Army from 1999-2003. 
Shinseki is the recipient of numerous decorations, including the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the Legion of Merit, and the 


Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard Distinguished Service Medals. 
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